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NATIONAL AUTHORITIES: PARLIAMENT AND GOVERNMENT
· Learning objectives:Participants will:understand the function and workings of Parliament and Government
Contents:
The facilitator will clarify the difference between a body with legislative powers and one with executive powers.
Task: 
To find information about Parliament and Government consider the following topic guide:
Define each body: 
e.g ‘Parliament makes decisions and laws for the country, the Maltese Parlaiment makes laws for Malta, The Italian parliament makes laws doe Italy etc.
Parliament is made up of MPs, members of parliament. They can belong to any party, even a very small party. We vote in each area for our local MP. They win by getting more votes in the area than anyone else and they go and take a seat in parliament with others from their party. In our parliament we now have  (refer to your country) different parties.  
Being in parliament does not mean they or their party are in power. The party in power is the one who has more MPs than all the others added together. When you are in power you get to be the Government. This means you are running the country and your leader gets to be the Prime Minister’ (http://www.choiceforum.org/docs/coalition.pdf).
Government:  To be adapted as necessary.‘ Political system by which a body of people is administered and regulated. Different levels of government typically have different responsibilities. The level closest to those governed is local government. Regional governments comprise a grouping of individual communities. National governments nominally control all the territory within internationally recognized borders and have responsibilities not shared by their subnational counterparts. Most governments exercise executive, legislative (see legislature), and judicial (see judiciary) powers and split or combine them in various ways. Some also control the religious affairs of their people; others avoid any involvement with religion. Political forms at the national level determine the powers exercised at the subnational levels; these have included autocracy, democracy, fascism, monarchy, oligarchy, plutocracy (government by the wealthy), theocracy, and totalitarianism’ http://www.answers.com/topic/government#Britannica_Concise_Encyclopedia_d retrieved 17 October, 2010
· Clairfy if either or both are elective bodies
· Discuss the length of time such bodies function for.. 
· Discuss the kind of procedures they have
· How often do they meet?
· How do they divide their work?
· What do they work on?
· Where do they meet?
 Activities:
· Information
· Group discussion
· Presentation on National Authorities through power-point
· Virtual or real visit of National Government and Parliament
· Revision activity
Time: 
1 hour and a  half  (Group discussion and virtual visit)
1 hour and  a half  (Revision activities and Q&A / comments)
PS Real visit: depending on the coutry (This works best as participants can prepare questions and organise interviews with various parlamentarians. One could also first undertake a virtual visit. For example for Malta visit http://www.gov.mt/frame.asp?l=2&url=http://www.parliament.gov.mt). 
Activity
A group discussion and a final game  as  evaluation.   
Objective   
To understand how Local Public Authority works.
Procedure
1. Begin with an open brainstorming session. Ask participants to share the information and knowledge they might already  have.
 Record this feedback according to the topic guide listed above using a white board or a flip chart (this is better as one can use it for revision). Organise the information through a mind map.
2. Clarify the information obtained with a pre-prepared power-point presentation related to your own local and national Authorities, Parliament and Government:
· How do these bodies work?What do these bodies do?Discuss time frames
· Where do they meet?
· How long are the members elected for?
-  
3. Virtual/real visit of the House of Parliament and Government. 
Suggestions for the virtual visit:
- Such a resource may be available on the official website of your national Government and Parliament if this were not to be available create a power point presentation with pictures or videos of the main rooms of Government/Parliament
- you may look for a  live orregistered     Parliamentary session..
4. Revision activity: Encourage participants to use what they have learnt in a role-play situation. 
Divide participants into two small groups:with one group holding  the majority, thus representing the group who governs the country, and the other group representing the party/ies in opposition. 
Each group shall answer questions:

· about how Parliament works  followed by a debate.
· Try to encourage the group to discuss something presently being discussed in parliament.  
The role and power of the government should be clarified by the nature and outcome of this debate. 
Session Evaluation
Use relevant forms available in the Evaluation Materials section.
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