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REFERENDUM AND PETITION: 

OTHER WAYS OF EXERCISING POLITICAL RIGHTS DIFFERENT FROM VOTING
Learning objectives: 

Participants will
· Identify differences  between a referendum and a petition
· Become aquainted with procedures to be able to take part in a referendum and a petition
Activities:

· Browsing on the internet
· Group discussion.

· Role play

Materials: 

· Information on referendum/ petition

· Computers with internet connection.

· Flip charts

· Flash cards as necessary

· Powerpoint presentation on petitions (you can change the langauge on the slides).

· Fac-simile of a signature sheet for a petition

· Fac-simile of a referendum ballot paper

· 3 cards (2 with the word referendum  and 1 petition)

· Papers 
· Other flash cards as appropriate
Contents:

Referendum and petition are two ways of exercising direct democracy. In these  two  cases we don’t delegate our decisions to anyone. Each one of us has to decide.
Differences  between referendum and petition:
A referendum is a vote on a question about a particular issue or policy. It means that the public can make a direct decision on a question rather than letting their elected representatives decide on their behalf. 

Usually the public are asked to vote either ‘Yes’ or ‘No’. The outcome of the referendum will depend on how many people vote ‘Yes’ or ‘No’. 
Many EU countries voted in a referendum whether they wanted their country to join the EU or not.

A petition is a list of names and basic details of people that support a particular issue or campaign. They are normally used to draw attention to a cause and highlight the level of support for that cause. 

Petitions are often sent to political representatives as a way of making peoples’ voices and views heard. They act as pressure groups.
ACTIVITY ONE: petitions and referendums were held in our country
Teaching objective:


Participants will:

· get to know what petitions and referendums were held on their country

· understand who is entitled to participate in petitions and referendums

Procedure:

1. Inform participants that they will be discussing referenda and petitions from the previous session and ask them to search the internet and to ask members of the family about recent referenda and petitions held in the country
2. During the session: ask participants to search the internet to see what referenda and petitions were held in their country (facilitate as necessary, you might want to create flash cards with words the participants could google to get to the appropriate sites)
3. Discuss the most recent referendum/ petitions (if any): write the salient points on the flip chart.
4. Ask: Has anyone voted in a referendum or signed any petition?
5. Who is entitled to take part in a referendum or in a petition?
ACTIVITY TWO:  What is a referendum? What is a petition?
Objectives   
·  Participants will be presented with information about what a referendum and a petition are.
Procedure:

The facilitator will:

1.  Present the relevant information about referendum and petition
2. Participants are asked:

to define the concepts of referendum and petition and 
whether they have ever voted  in a referendum or signed a petition.
3. Starting from their definitions, elaborate by explaining further the procedures involved for a referendum/petition (see power point presentation on petition)
4. Participants are shown  a fac-simile of a signature sheet for a petition and a fac-simile of a referendum ballot paper.(see Petition Form and example of referendum)
5. Participants are presented with two different situations representing a referendum and a petition and asked to identify which represents a referendum or a petition. (try to link with national/local issues)
ACTIVITY THREE:  Discussing (3A) a petition and a referendum (3B)
3A: Discussing a  petition:

Participants will:

1. Discuss what the petition is about

2. Split up into two groups: for and against the petition

3. Comment on their choice

4. Create the petition form

5. Either sign or not sign the petition

6. Discuss what to do with the petition (optional)
 3B: Discussing a referendum:

Participants will:

1. Discuss what the  referendum is about

2. Split up into two groups: for and against the  referendum

3. Comment on their choice

4. Create the voting ballot

5. Vote on the issue

6. Acclamation of winners and losers

7. What would happen next? (optional)

ACTIVITY FOUR:  Setting up a referendum/petition.
Teaching objectives:

 Participants are given the objectives of the activity which are: 

a)  to draw up a question for a referendum or a request for a petition

 b) to organize a campaign

 c) to design a manifesto 

 d) to prepare materials (fac-simile of a signature sheet for a petition and a fac-simile of a  referendum ballot paper) 

Procedure:
· The participants are divided into three smaller groups. 
· Each group will receive a card with instructions for preparing either a referendum or a petition.
· All the above objectives should be carried out in order to end the activity with a vote (referendum) or with the collection of signatures (petition)  
The following are some proposals for petitions with hints for discussion:
It is advisable that the proposed situations will have some meaning for the participants.

Proposal No 1: 

  Objective: to improve the condition of our roads.

   Why? 

· too many pot holes

· rain cause too much damage 

· no water drainage, flooding

· damage to cars and higher risk of punctures

  Campaign:

· letters and flyers delivered in homes

· Tv and radio advertisment and programmes

· Street protest marches

· Billboards

  Manifesto to include:

· photos of bad state of roads and flooding

· why we need to repair or build new roads 

· why a petition is being set up
· What is the limit set for the petition to be successful:  XXX signatures  
Proposal No 2:

  Objective: The introduction of ashtray in streets in our town

  Why?

· to make the town cleaner

· to save money on cleaners

 Campaign: 

· collect signatures at local supermarket

· radio advertisment

· advertisment in local newspaper

  Manifesto to include:

    -   Cleaning our city before the other cities!!!!

    -   Ashtrays in the street!!!!

    -   Denmark’s 1st butt-free city!!!!!

    -   The limit set for the petition to be successful:  XXXX signatures  

Proposal No 3:

 To create a creative arts centre
· Discuss the reason behind the idea of building a music centre for different artists?
· To get more artist-celebrities in local area
· What is needed to inmplement this project?
· need to collect money to pay for materials

· need to give people information

   Campaign:

· posters and flyers are to be distributed to people in the streets
· TV, radio, internet and newspapers

   Manifesto to include:

· where the building would be

· who would run the building

· what would happen in the building

· how much money would it cost

· what time the centre would open/close

· mix of music: rock, classic, dvds and musicals

· availability of drink and food

· decoration in building

· accessibility 

· the limit set for the petition to be successful:  XXXXXX signatures  

 IDEAS for REFERENDUMS 
1.  In your country there is a hunting law which permits hunting all year round, even in the months where cubs are born. The animal rights activists and some members of the government want to change part of the law. They want to close the hunt during the cubs’ season in order to preserve the growth of the new-born.
2. The government proposes to change the flag of your country.
3. The government is proposing to lower the voting age to 16 years.
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