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DELEGATION/ REPRESENTATIVENESS

Learning objectives:

· Understanding the concept of delegate and representativeness by experiencing it in an active way.
· Knowledge about the representativeness and delegates in the European Parliament.

· Knowledge about the different political groups in Europe.

Contents:

· Definition of ‘delegate’.
· Definition of representativeness.

· Political Groups in Europe.

· Delegates /representativeness of the own country.

Activities:

· Role Playing

· Group discussion

· Internet research

Materials:

· A list with situations.
· A Board
· Photos

· Computer with internet connection

Time: 

· 2 /3 hours

DELEGATION: 

A delegate is a member of a group representing  an organization (e.g., a government, a  charity , an NGO, o a  trade union ). A delegate is a person responsible for conveying ideas or voting in the name of  a political party that he or she represents.

It is impossible for everyone to take part in talks, to speak and participate in making agreements with other political parties. Each political party elects a delegate or a representative.

Objetives:

To know what is the meaning of delegation.

To know the importance of delegates and how to be one delegate.

To know which are the delegates of your country for each political group.

Activities:

Role playing about delegation.

Procedure:

To form two or three groups, depending on the number of pupils who take part, to name every group with a letter (e.g.: GROUP A, GROUP B, GROUP C. ..). The pupils have to choose a representative of the group, but in order to do it well (to link to a previous work done in the first unit, the decision making), it is necessary know the members of the group beforehand. To know well our team members we will first do a presentation. Every pupil will have to present other member of his group, for this, if necessary, they can consult worksheet number 1. Once the pupils have completed the worksheet, they have to present the partner they have chosen to the rest of his group.

Worksheet 1

QUESTIONNAIRE TO PRESENT A TEAM MEMBER

A name of a team member that you are going to present:

1- How old are you?

2- Where were you born?

3- How many brother or sisters do you have?

4- Where do you live?

5- Which school did you go to?

6- Where do you work?

7- Do you do any sports?

8- Do you have any nephews or nieces?

9- Have you travelled anywhere recently?

10- Would you like to represent the group? Why?

Now that we know better our group members, you all have to vote for one of your partners to be the representative of your group. Therefore, we are going to vote for the partner who seems to represent the group the best. Bear in mind the preferences of the partners, remember the last, number 10, question: would you like to be the representative of the group?

The vote is something very personal, therefore, we are going to do a secret voting, then we will recount the votes and the one who has had most will be the representative of your group.

Worksheet 2

NAME OF THE GROUP:__________________________________

NAME OF THE REPRESENTATIVE:______________________________________

The groups have to decide what menu is the best. To do this activity the pupils will receive 6 different menus, a worksheet number 3. Each group will have to choose what menu they think to be the best. Once the choice was done within the group, the representatives of each of them will have to say to all the pupils the menu that they have chosen.

Once every representative has presented the menu chosen by the group, they have to agree on only one menu among themselves.

Learning outcomes:

When a group is very large, in order to decide on any issue there must be a delegate representing the interests of that group.

Worksheet 3

MENU 1



MENU 2

Fish soup

                  
Spaghetti with tomato sauce

Steak with potatoes


Baked fish

Cheesecake



Apple cake

MENU 3



MENU 4

Steamed vegetables


Tuna salad

Chicken with potatoes

Lasagne

Banana shake

         

Strawberry ice-cream

MENU 5



MENU 6

Rice with vegetables


Scrambled eggs

Fillet steak 

          

Grilled tuna

Chocolate cake 

          
Lemon sorbet 

Which menu has been chosen?

It was very difficult to choose the menu?
Explain the steps you have had to do to choose the menu

Worksheet 3 (alternative exercise)

Choosing a representative: 

Participants are provided with a help sheet with questions to ask each other so as to find out who should be their representative. Questions would include: “Do you like to speak in front of other people?” and “Will you represent the group’s opinions?” 

Each group also finds a name for their “party”, i.e. what they are representing.  For example, four political topics such as:

· more bike paths
· Co2 reduction 

· better wages for people with disability

Each group decides on a political topic they want to work for. The group decides why that is important and the chosen representative gives a speech about their choice. Then everybody votes for a “party”. 
Conclusion:

Session Evaluation
Use relevant forms available in the Evaluation Materials section
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