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(This unit might need be adapted to each country)

VOTING PROCEDURES: ELECTORAL LISTS, POLLING STATIONS, BALLOTS 

Materials 

· Lists of people attending (each small group will need a photocopy of the list) 

· Enough “Ballot Papers” for everyone (example attached) 

· Enough Right to Vote packs for everyone 

· Pencils or pens

· Sign saying polling station 

· People to staff polling station 

· 2 boxes or ballot boxes if possible 

Number of participants 

Training numbers are flexible. If more that 10 people are to be trained then it is best to split into smaller groups. 

Objectives 

The training covers the following areas 

General election awareness 

· There should be a general election in the next few months

· You can vote at the general election

· Voting is easy 

 Electoral Registration 

· To vote you have to be on a list (electoral role)  

· You can find out is you are on the list by contacting the person in charge of the election

What happens at a polling station 

· You can ask for help

YOU VOTE!

-Politicians make decisions on our behalf.

-We vote to decide which people will be the politicians who do this. We vote for politicians in an election.

-When elections happen this is your chance to vote. You all have the right to vote.
-There are three steps to voting.

1. -The first step is to register on the Electoral Register.

2. -You register by contacting your local council.

3. -Your name goes on the Electoral Register.

If you don’t register you don’t get to vote!

The electoral register is an official list of everybody who wants to vote. 

Most people are on the electoral register. Some people may have been missed off.

You can check you are on the register by phoning your local council and speaking to the person in charge of elections. 
 

If you are not on the electoral register you will have to fill in a form. You can ask someone to help you do this.  

This form is called an electoral registration form.

You will be sent a polling card before the elections day. A Polling card tells you where to go to vote.  

Try to bring your polling card with you when you go to vote.

You vote on the election day.    

The place where you vote is called a polling station. A polling station is often a school or community centre.

You will be given a ballot paper.        

A ballot paper has the list of people or candiates printed on it.  

Put a X next to the person you think would make the best Member of Parliament.

You then put the ballot paper in the ballot box. 
 

It is OK to ask for help to vote.  

Ask a friend, supporter or someone from your support group to help you.

When you go to the polling station you can ask the person in charge for help if you can not read or write.  

A friend, supporter or family member can also help you vote at a polling station.  They can only help if they are also registered to vote.

Activity: Voting Game

1. Introduction:

Politicians have different ideas about the way to do things.

We have 3 pretend candidates here. Candidates are people who want become politicians. They want to make decisions on your behalf.

Soon you will get the chance to vote for one of these 3 candidates. But first there are going to introduce themselves.

Purpose: To explain how voting works 
Timing: 10-15 minutes (large group)  

Hold “Hand votes” on simple subjects. Count votes and put results on flip chart and highlight winner.   

Vote who likes 

· Who likes coffee; who does not like coffee

· Who likes ice chocolate; who does not like chocolate

Vote on favourite colour

· Red

· Orange

· Blue 

Continue to vote on things through out the session such as

· Who wants to stop for a break in 5 minutes; who wants to stop for a break in 10 minutes 

If in large group break into smaller groups for the next session. 

2. The General Election  

Purpose: Explain we decide who runs the country by voting at a general election

Timing: 5-10 minutes (small group) 

Talk about page 1 of pack 

· We choose Members of Parliament at a General Election by voting.  

· Members of Parliament make laws and decide who is in the Government for all of Europe.

· Laws are rules for everybody in Europe

· The Government is in charge of running Europe   

Ask if there are any questions and discus if there are any issue raised. 

3. Registering to vote 

Purpose: To explain to vote you must be on a list of voters (electoral roll)  

Timing: 5-10 minutes (small group) 

Tell everyone that to vote in the next game they have to be on the list of voters. 

Ask everyone to find out if they are on the list by asking the person in “Charge of the elections” if they are on the list of voters.

Who is the “person in charge of the election” will depend on the size of the group. If training is being held in small groups simply ask for a volunteer. Give this person the list of attendees. All they have to do is read the list and say whether if someone is on the list. Everyone should be on the list and is there for eligible to vote. If someone is not on the list, for example, they may have arrived late then they are simply added to the list. . 

4. Hold an election  

Purpose: To highlight how to mark a ballot paper and to get people thinking about voting as a choice.    

Timing: 20-30 minutes (small group) 

Explain that when you vote at a general election our vote is secret and we should not tell anyone who we have voted for.  We do this by marking a piece of paper called a ballot paper. 

Ask everyone to vote for in a game like a general election. Explain that at a general election there are parties like Conservative, Liberal Democrat, Green or independence party (refer to previous session – Unit 5).

Explain that at this game we will have different parties.  

There are three people running for the election:
1. Mr Smith from ‘The Shopping Party’. He wants everybody to go shopping every day.

2. Mrs Jacobs from ‘The Swimming Party’. She thinks that everybody should go swimming everyday.    

3. Mrs Hong from ‘The Cinema party’. She thinks we should watch a movie every day. 

(N.B. These are just ideas. Party names can be changed or given a more ‘political’ twist)
Candidates present their ‘electoral programme’ or manifesto for a few minutes. Encourage everybody to talk about the different options 

Tell people to go to the “polling station” to vote.   

Then the voting process actually takes place, simulating a real election situation. Participants are given a polling card which is then taken by the ‘commissioner’ when person approaches the desk. Participant is then given a ballot paper and pencils. Ask them to vote and put the ballot paper in box. 

Remember to tell people:  

· Don’t tell anybody who you vote for

· You can ask for help at polling station

· You can bring someone to help

5. Announce winner 

Purpose: To highlight that there is a winner and to go over key messages 

Timing: 5-10 minutes (large groups) 

· Count votes and put on flip chart 

· Repeat message that everyone can vote and that you can get help to vote. 

Adaptation of activity:

When local, national or EU elections are approaching, it might be possible to actually obtain a sample copy of the real ballot paper so that practice of the actual voting process can take place, reducing the risks of potentially invalidating votes on election day.
Conclusion:

Session Evaluation
Use relevant forms available in the Evaluation Materials section
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